JURA Minutes

August 17, 2021

M I N U T E S

Jamestown Urban Renewal Agency

Via Zoom 

5:00 pm

August 17, 2021
AGENCY MEMBERS
Present:  Mayor Eddie Sundquist, Tony Dolce, Mike Laurin, Greg Noon, Ryan           Thompson
AGENCY STAFF
Crystal Surdyk, Stephanie Wright, John Sellstrom
AGENCY COUNSEL
Elliot Raimondo, Ben Haskin

Mayor Eddie Sundquist called the annual meeting of the Jamestown Urban Renewal Agency to order at 5:07 pm.
Consideration for approval of the minutes for the February 18, 2021 meeting was sponsored by Mike Laurin and seconded by Tony Dolce.
5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.
Consideration for approval of the Financial Reports was sponsored by Tony Dolce and seconded by Ryan Thompson.  John Sellstrom mentioned that the financials were currently on track for what was projected for the year.
5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.
Approval of the 2020 Audit was sponsored by Greg Noon and seconded by Mike Laurin.
John Sellstrom noted that the audit was a smoother process this year and the bill was cheaper than projected.  This year was the first of a three year audit contract with Drescher Malecki, LLP.

5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.
A motion to approve a request from the Reg Lenna Center for the Arts for a reimbursement from the Civic Center Account for a HVAC system was made by Tony Dolce and seconded by Mike Laurin.   They amount reimbursed was $2,715.28
5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.

A motion to close the Civic Center account, which was opened in 1998 and has now been depleted with the latest reimbursement was made by Ryan Thompson and seconded by Greg Noon.
5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.

The next item on the agenda was a request by the UCANN Mission to subordinate an outstanding lien on the property at 7 West First Street, Jamestown NY in the amount of $123,000.   The lien was put in place after CBDG funds were used for a façade project on the building in April of 2019.  Use of CBDG funds requires a 5 year anti-speculation agreement.
Two members of the UCANN board attended the meeting and discussed that they would like to have the lien subordinated so they can use their current building on 1st Street as collateral to borrow funds to purchase old Field and Wright Building on Main Street to provide a women’s shelter in the City.  The current shelter is only for men and it is full.  There is a great need in the community for a women’s shelter.  

They are working to obtain grants to pay for the purchase and renovation of the building.

The subordination of this lien would live it in place, but put JURA in a second position, behind the bank.

Mayor Sundquist asked the staff is there was any historical prescedent for subordinating a lien.  Stephanie Wright and Crystal Surdyk could not recall any prior instance of this happening.

Mayor Sundquist asked if there was an option to buy back the lien.   Stephanie Wright stated that the lien could be removed with a payment of $123,000.  

Mayor Sundquist stated he was concerned about the lack of a plan to move forward if the lien was not subordinated.  He is concerned that this is the only collateral they have for purchase of the new building.

UCANN stated that they are a 501-C3 not for profit organization and have only been in place for 4 years.  They are funded primarily by donations from churches and other social organizations and some grants.  However, they have been very successful.
Mayor Sundquist stated he was very supportive of a woman’s shelter, but was very concerned about UCANN not having the necessary financials in place.

Mayr Sundquist asked for a motion to approve a subordination of the lien on the building at 7 West First Street, Jamestown NY.   

There was no motion made.    

Lien will not be subordinated.   

The last item on the agenda was the ratification of the consent resolution to approve the transfer of title of Lot “L” of the Country View Estates subdivision form the City of Jamestown to JURA for the purpose of selling said parcel to Theresa Klein, 61 Parkdale Drive, Jamestown, NY 14701.
Tony Dolce noted that this was discussed at the last City Council Meeting.

The property would be transferred from the City to JURA and then JURA would sell the property to Theresa Klein.

Mayor Sundquist noted how excited he was for the City to have several new builds this year.  Great to see.

A motion to ratify the consent resolution to approve transfer of title of Lot “L” of the Country View Estates subdivision from the City of Jamestown to JURA was made by Greg Noon and seconded by Mike Laurin.

5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.

A motion for JURA to sell Lot “L” of the Country View Estates subdivision to Theresa Klein, 61 Parkdale Drive, Jamestown, NY 14701 for $14,200 was made by Mike Laurin and seconded by Tony Dolce.
5 AYES


0 NAYS

Carried.

Being no further business, Mayor Sundquist and Ben Haskin noted there was a need for Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue and the sale of real property.  No action would be taken in Executive Session.
A motion to go to Executive Session was made by Tony Dolce and seconded by Mike Laurin.
5 AYES


0 NAYS


Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beth Kresge
Office Manager
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