
M I N U T E S 

Jamestown Local Development Corporation 

May 19, 2021 

 

 

A meeting of the Jamestown Local Development Corporation was held on Wednesday, May 19, 

2021 at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Members Present:   Mayor Edward Sundquist 

Vicki McGraw 

Kim Ecklund 

Kris Sellstrom 

Margaret Kaltenmeier 

Tom Nelson 

Tony Dolce  

Pete Scheira  

Tim Smeal 

 

 

Others Present:   Crystal Surdyk, Director of Development 

      John Sellstrom, Financial Coordinator 

   Stephanie Wright, Economic Development Coordinator 

   Ben Haskin, Counsel 

 

- Alex Sperrazza, Patrick Finan, Julie Molloy and Brandon Davis – Block Club 

- Peter Sullivan – Links Golf Tournament 

      

 

Mayor Sundquist called the meeting to order at 5:04 pm.   

 

 

Kim Ecklund made a motion, seconded by Kris Sellstrom to approve the minutes from the 

February 17, 2021 board meeting.  . 

 

9 AYE   0 NAY 

 

Carried. 

 

 

Vicki McGraw made a motion, seconded by Tim Smeal, to approve the JLDC Financial Reports 

through April 30, 2021. 

 

9 AYE   0 NAY 

 

Carried. 

 



 

 

 

The Mayor and Crystal welcomed Block Club to the meeting and thanked them for all their work 

and patience during the pandemic.  Alex Sperrazza introduced the team.  They discussed the 

Project Overview: 

- Develop a market position and key messages for Jamestown’s tourism brand. 

- Create an identity and tagline for the brand. 

- Develop and help launch a brand campaign. 

- Design a simple campaign website that provides access to resources. 

- Prepare Jamestown for the tourism industry’s post-pandemic rebound. 

The Target Audiences for the campaign will be Primary:  Potential Visitors and Secondary:  

Jamestown residents and community stakeholders and potential business investors. 

 

They showed several versions of the logo for “Jamestown Comedy’s Hometown” and the 

campaign design.  They are looking to leverage the draw of the National Comedy Center to 

hopefully encourage visitors to extend their visit to see more of what Jamestown has to offer.  

“Come for the funny, stay for the ______.”   Ads will feature actual Jamestown locations and 

residents as models.    The next steps will be to work on community involvement in the ads, 

promotion and website. 

 

Floor opened up for questions.  Stephanie commented that she liked the logo and Tim 

appreciated the flexibility of the tagline.  Peggy was happy to hear about the community 

involvement and to allow residents to be proud of their community.  Tom liked the use of the 

word Hometown.  He mentioned it has a great feel to it.   Crystal thanked Block Club again and 

asked that the board send any further comments to her and she would pass along to the Block 

Club team.   The Mayor mentioned that this is great timing for the campaign as restrictions are 

being lifted and we start to open back up and see more people out and about.   

 

 

Crystal started a discussion about the Skatepark.  There are some challenges.  The size and cost 

of the park are greater than the funding we now have.  We currently have enough funding for 

two-thirds of the park as it was originally designed.  We need to think about what this will do for 

the community once it is built.   Not only for community members who will enjoy it, but also for 

economic development and the competitive events that could be held at the park.  Another 

challenge are clean up costs that have become more than we anticipated.  We need to remove 

more soil and replace it with clean fill.  Crystal asked board to keep an open mind to funding this 

project. 

 

Pete mentioned that the increased cost of labor and construction due to the pandemic has really 

impacted this project.  He shared the vision and potential return on investment.  Stated that we 

should do the entire project now for safety and in consideration of the cost and coordination of 

stopping and starting construction.  The last third of the park is incredibly important to have it be 

large enough to hold events.  We want this to be a destination.   Kim asked that Crystal send a 

summary of what is missing in terms of funding. 

 



Crystal mentioned we have one proposal for the Fund for Downtown Programming from the Reg 

Lenna.  This event was originally approved for $40,000 prior to the pandemic and they have 

revised the application for COVID protocols and makes a request for an additional $10,000 for 

hardship incurred due to the pandemic.  Kim asked for more details that support the request for 

$10,000.  The discussion was that the seating requirements limited the potential income they 

would have received without the COVID seating restrictions.  Kris suggested that if Board 

approves the increase with the stipulation that if restrictions were removed/lifted, then they 

would only receive the original approved $40,000.  Kim agreed and added that we can be 

flexible to reflect the ease of restrictions.  With those stipulations, Kris Sellstrom made a motion 

to approve an additional $10,000 contingent on seating capacity increasing at time of ticket sales.  

Tim Smeal seconded the motion. 

 

9 AYE   0 NAY 

 

Carried. 

 

 

 

Crystal introduced Peter Sullivan to discuss the Links Golf Tournament.  This will be the 30th 

and final WCA Links Golf Tournament.  Instead of having the normal one day event, they are 

making it a two day celebration in Jamestown.  The event will be July 18th and 19th.  Sunday, 

July 18th opens with a welcoming dinner will be held at the Ice Arena and include curling and 

bumper cars for the sponsors and LPGA pros coming in to town.  Expecting 150 people to 

attend.  July 19th starts with youth clinic at Moon Brook Country Club and then 26 teams with 

amateurs and one pro will golf, followed by an awards banquet at National Comedy Center.  

Expecting 200 people to attend this final event to celebrate what this tournament has meant to the 

community.   They have currently raised $250,000 and have a $300,000 budget.  Any help JLDC 

could provide would be appreciated.  Pete Scheira inquired about youth clinic.  Peter Sullivan 

said they are currently working to see how many children they can have attend. 

 

Crystal mentioned that there is still a lot of interest in the Fund for Downtown Programming, 

even as it is coming to a close.  We are heading into a time that activating downtown is really 

critical as we are started to be allowed to have events.  Crystal would like to meet in the next 

couple of weeks to discuss applications that needed to be revised and resubmitted due to the 

pandemic.  She also encouraged the JLDC board to consider continuing administration of the 

Fund as new stimulus money can be used for this purpose.   

 

 

Stephanie discussed a loan previously approved by the JLDC Board for Dave Warren for 

$300,000 to allow him to buyout his out-of-state partners.   COVID delayed the process and it 

was never approved by City Council, but Dave is now ready to move forward.   The business is 

doing well and there were no changes to the loan application.   The Board agreed that nothing 

more needs to be done by the JLDC Board and the loan just need to be approved by City 

Council. 

 

 



Stephanie Wright looked for approval for two new JLDC loan programs that have consolidated 

and streamlined previous JLDC loans, these would be the Small Business Development 

Assistance Loan and Small Business Start Up Assistance Loan. 

The Mayor and Kris thanked Stephanie and the team for all the work that was put into revising 

these loans.   

 

A motion to the approved the Small Business Development Assistance Loan and the Small 

Business Start Up Assistance Loan was made by Kim Ecklund and seconded by Kris Sellstrom. 

 

9 AYE    0 NAY 

 

Carried. 

 

The Mayor mentioned there was a need for Executive Session to discuss the sale of real property 

which may impact the value and a potential lawsuit. No action would be taken.  Tom Nelson 

made a motion to go into Executive Session and it was seconded by Kim Ecklund.   

 

9 AYE    0 NAY 

 

Carried. 

 

Recording ended. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Beth Kresge 

Office Manager 
 


